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Preface

In recent years, quite a number of scholars have come out
with specialized studies on different areas of Philippine history.
The authors of these books, brochures, articles, and research
projects examined primary and original sources and distilled the
results of previous efforts. I am indebted to them for many an
insight into past events. But to my knowledge, no basic
framework has so far been advanced which would incorporate
these fresh findings into a new view of Philippine history. My
work is an attempt in this direction. 1t is the purpose of this
book to make the past reusable for present tasks and future
goals. I have relied for the facts on these specialized studies as
well as on the general histories. 1 make no claims to new
findings, only new interpretations.

The Filipino reader may find it somewhat surprising that 1
have chosen to use the word native (up to Chapter 9) to refer to
the indigenous inhabitants of the Philippines. I trust that they
will in this instance discard any pejorative associations attached
to the term. It serves merely as a convenient designation until
that period in history when the word Filipine can be used in its
correct context, which is when an emerging nation appropriated
for itself a name which used to apply only to Philippine-born
Spaniards. In other words, I began to use Filipino only when
the Filipino people started to think of themselves as such.

The reader will note that all foreign words — and these
include those in the local dialects — are italicized only on first
use.

Part of the research work for this book was undertaken while
I was directing the History Series Project of the Lopez
Foundation and until my resignation from the Lopez Museum. I
would like to acknowledge the assistance of the researchers then
employed by the Foundation and of the staff of the Lopez
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Museum. I am indebted to a number of academic colleagues,
particularly Dr. Lilia H. Chung, for their assistance in verifying
and tracing source materials not available in the Philippines.

Like my previous books, this one may be termed a family
undertaking. My son and his wife spent many hours in the
periodical sections of Manila libraries digging up material on the
period from 1920 to 1941; my daughter and my son-in-law did
research on clerical institutions and prepared the index. Above
all, this book is another offspring of a lifetime of scholarly
collaboration with my wife who besides contributing to the
research, the organization of material, and the editing gave me
the benefit of her usual perceptive and unsparing criticism. As
my collaborator in this work, she deserves as much as 1 do
whatever credit it may win. All shortcomings are my res-
ponsibility alone.

Renato Constantino

Quezon City
December 27, 1974
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.
Towards a People's History

Decades have passed since Filipino historians felt the initial
impulse to rewrite Philippine history from the point of view of
the Filipino. The discovery that some accepted facts of history
were actually apocryphal, the growing realization that certain
foreign sources which used to be the staple of history books
were flawed by bias, and, during periods of nationalist ferment,
the Filipinos’ own heightening awareness of their separate
national identity — all these spurred recurring attempts to
revisit the past. More recently, the intensified thrust of
nationalist forces in Philippine society projected the necessity
of establishing a new framework for Philippine history.

Colonial Scholarship

By training, Filipino historians were captives of Spanish and
American historiography, both of which inevitably viewed
Philippine history through the prism of their own prejudices.
Responding to the need to write Philippine history from the
point of view of the Filipino, some of these scholars valiantly
tried to transcend the limitations of their training. They deserve
full credit for their many revelations and corrections of
historical misconceptions. But in the main, while they made
important contributions toward liberating Filipino minds from
the burdensome legacy of clerical scholarship by correcting
certain biases carried over from the Spanish period, they
retained strong survivals of American colonial historiography.
These historians refuted the more blatant defamations of the
Filipinos and highlighted the abuses of Spanish frailocracy.
Spanish and clerical rule were placed in better perspective. This
initial success did not however extend to the correction of the
prejudices nor the blasting of the myths that were implanted by

1



early American scholarship. Much remains to be reassessed as
regards the American colonialists who still come in for a great
deal of undeserved credit.

Moreover, reacting to the almost exclusive concentration on
Spanish concerns of earlier colonial historiography, some
scholars tended toward the opposite extreme and themselves
dismissed an entire epoch of history on the ground that it was a
history of Spaniards. While it is true that a Filipino history need
not bother itself with matters that affected only the Spaniards,
Spanish colonial policy from the beginning — and indeed even
certain aspects of Spanish history and society — had profound
effects on the evolving Filipino society and cannot therefore be
ignored.

Other scholars demonstrated their nationalism by projecting
the heroic deeds of recognized heroes and idealizing other
national leaders. They failed to perceive that to give history a
nationalist perspective the role some of these men played
should have been critically scrutinized and evaluated. The
failure to do this had the effect — perhaps unintended but
none the less unfortunate — of propagating other myths and
abetting the illusion that history is the work of heroes and great
men. Still others have concentrated their efforts on contem-
porary events. So much effort has been directed toward the
recording of the latest possible history that the need to reassess
the past has been neglected, with the unfortunate result that
critical areas of official history have remained fundamentally
unchallenged.

More recently, the nationalist pressures on Filipino scholars
generated a number of specialized studies that exposed some of
the myths about Philippine-American relations. Their impact
was however limited since the work of these scholars was still
undertaken primarily in the interest of “objectivity’” and for
this reason did not fall within the framework of an essentially
liberating scholarship. In other words, the task of correcting
historical misimpressions was not pursued as part of a total
effort to remove the fetters on the Filipino mind that had been
forged by colonial education. Nevertheless, some of these
specialized studies have provided fresh insights into specific
periods or aspects of our past. There is the danger, however,
that the increasing depth of a historian’s specialization may
become the “means for escaping a reality too complex for his
comprehension.” Immersed in particularities, some lose sight
of the general dimensions of history. Others, though presenting
a general history, occupy themselves with recording a plethora
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of particularities without discovering their unifying thread.
The Task at Hand

But beyond writing Philippine history from the point of view
of the Filipino, the task is to advance to the writing of a truly
Filipino history, the history of the Filipino people. This means
that the principal focus must be on the anonymous masses of
individuals and on the social forces generated by their collective
lives and struggles. For history, though it is commonly defined
as the story of man, is not the story of man the individual, but
man the collective, that is, associated man. Without society
there can be no history and there are no societies without men.

Man alone, man the individual, could never have become
human except in association with other men. Man interacts with
nature and with other men through the intervening reality of
society. Without society he would have remained like other
animals, unable to consciously change his environment or
himself.

It was in cooperative work that men first became human and
this cooperative effort is what produced society. But coopera-
tion is an exigency of struggle against nature and against social
forces. Men must work together to fight natural or social forces
stronger than their individual selves.

Struggle is therefore the essence of life, whether of an
individual or a society. An individual has no history apart from
society, and society is the historical product of people in
struggle.

Human society is the cause and the result of people in
motion and in constant struggle to realize the human potential,
for the human being is the only species that has unlimited
possibilities for development.

Motivators of History

History, then, is the recorded struggle of people for ever
increasing freedom and for newer and higher realizations of the
human person. But the struggle is a collective one and as such
involves the mass of human beings who are therefore the
motivators of change and of history.

History is not merely a chronology of events; it is not the
story of heroes and great men. Essentially, history consists of
the people’s efforts to attain a better life. The common people
possess the capacity to make history. In fact, the historic
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initiative of the masses has time and again produced social
cataclysms that have changed the world.

Historic struggles provide the people with lessons in their
upward march and give form and strength to the constantly
changing society. In studying these struggles, a true people’s
history discovers the laws of social development, delineates the
continuities and discontinuities in a moving society, records the
behavior of classes, uncovers the myths that have distorted
thought and brings out the innate heroism and wisdom of the
masses. Such a history therefore constitutes both a guide and a
weapon in the unremitting struggle for greater freedom and the
attainment of a better society.

Since the mass of humanity is still in a state of poverty and
ignorance, since a few nations have attained advancement and
development at the cost of consigning others to underdevelop-
ment, what has hitherto been regarded as history is pre-
dominantly a conscious record of the rich and the powerful but
by no means the just and the correct.

The people should also have their history for they have made
history through their participation in mass actions resulting in
the unfolding of the social forms that seek to realize their goals.
But in the recorded pages of history they have remained in the
background, as if they had played only a negligible role. It is
those who rule who have had their names and exploits embla-
zoned on these pages. The people have been taken for granted
and their role has been minimized or even denied.

The Inarticulate in History

The individuals who made history colorful could not have
made history without the people. Supermen may exist in
romantic minds or among those who persist in the primitive
practice of deifying men; but no supermen exist, only leaders
who became great because they were working with and for the
people.

The various changes in society and the upward climb of
civilization could not have been possible without the people
playing definite and irreplaceable roles in each epoch. We
marvel at the pyramids of Egypt, the Great Wall of China, the
Parthenon of Greece. It was the labor of millions of slaves that
gave the great thinkers of ancient civilizations the leisure and
the facilities to conceive of these wonders. And it was the labor
of other millions that turned conception into reality. The
French Revolution and the American War of Independence
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involved masses of human beings who fought, suffered and died
to win the victories for which their leaders are remembered. The
advances of society, the advent of civilization, the great artistic
works were all inspired and made possible by the people who
were the mainsprings of activity and the producers of the
wealth of societies. But their deeds have rarely been recorded
because they were inarticulate.

It is true that the inarticulate as individuals cannot have their
deeds recorded in history. However, their collective effort can
be and should be chronicled and given its deserved importance.
But since the articulate, having assumed the responsibility and
the privilege of writing history, have done so from their point of
view, the resulting accounts present an incomplete and distorted
picture which unduly projects individual men while disregarding
the dynamic role of the masses. Most of the names that crowd
the annals of recorded history are those of men who during
certain periods held power over the people or who, because the
people were behind them, were able to perform deeds of such
historic magnitude as to deserve remembrance. The institutions
and the personalities that history correctly celebrates were in a
real sense products of the people’s efforts.

All powerful leaders, and especially the tyrants, exerted
efforts to insure that the history of their time would be written
in their image. Their subjective attitudes were a dominant
influence in the recording of events. But as people gained know-
ledge and as societies progressed, some individuals who were
hitherto regarded as heroes began to lose their relevance; others
were unmasked as villains who stood against the interests of the
people. For in the final analysis, it is the peaple who make or
unmake heroes. They are the ultimate judge of an individual’s
role in history.

It is only within the context of a people’s history that
individuals, events and institutions can be correctly appraised.
In a people’s history, individuals, events, and institutions as
particularities will be seen in their proper perspective within the
generality of a historical process and only then will these
particularities be fully understood. At the same time, only by
correctly understanding these particularities will the general
patterns of the evolving history of the people be fully compre-
hended. The general and the particular constitute a dialectical
relationship, an accurate perception of which deepens the study
of the history of a people.

A people’s history therefore has to be general in order to
serve as a concrete guide for understanding a developing society.
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But this generality is achieved only by the discovery of the
interrelationships of particularities.

Redressing the Imbalance

The struggle for national liberation of the peoples of
underdeveloped areas has enriched the literature of history and
has been responsible for new approaches, new techniques of
viewing events and writing history as a reaction to the official
histories which have been part of the arsenal of colonialists in
perpetuating the backward conditions of their colonies. Philip-
pine historians can contribute to this important stream of
thought by revisiting the Philippine past to eliminate the
distortions imposed by colonial scholarship and to redress the
imbalance inherent in conventional historiography by projecting
the role of the people.? ‘

This work is a modest attempt in this direction. It does not
lay claim to being a real people’s history although the process of
demythologizing Philippine history and exposing certain events
and individuals is part of the initial work toward restoring
history to the people. In pursuance of this task, the present
work may appear to overstress certain betrayals and may seem
to exaggerate the importance of certain events while paying
scant attention to others customarily emphasized. This is
necessary today in the face of the still predominantly colonial
view of our past. We need to emphasize what has hitherto been
glossed over.

When intellectual decolonization shall have been accom-
plished, a historical account can be produced which will present
a fuller, more balanced picture of reality.

Limitations and a Beginning

To obtain a comprehensive knowledge of the activities of the
masses in each period of our history will require painstaking
examination of documents and all available records, including
folklore, as well as inspired deduction. An arduous task, it is
nevertheless possible considering what anthropologists and
archeologists have been able to do with societies long dead. But
since such a history will surely take decades of study, it must be
postponed to a period when social conditions will afford
scholars the luxury of spending years on this investigation.

The immediate concern of the times is for a work that can
present in a practical way not just the side of the Filipinos but

6



the side of the Filipino masses. Even if the study uses only the
same sources open to traditional and official history, a new
outlook can help to open the door towards a real people’s
history .}

The need for a real people’s history becomes more urgent as
we Filipinos search for truly Filipino solutions to Filipino
problems. As it is, we habitually analyze Philippine society in
the light of colonial myths and foreign concepts and values and
act on the basis of assumptions and premises that only reveal
our lack of understanding of the rich experiences contained in
our history of struggles for freedom. History for most of us is a
melange of facts and dates, of personalities and events, a
mixture of hero worship and empty homiletics about our
national identity and our tutelage in democracy. History
appears as a segmented documentation of events that occurred
in the past, without any unifying thread, without continuity
save that of chronology, without clear interrelation with the
present.

Rediscovering the Past

A people’s history must rediscover the past in order to make
it reusable. It is the task of the historian to weave particular
events into a total view so that historical experience can be
summed up and analyzed. Such a history can then serve as a
guide to present and succeeding generations in the continuing
struggle for change. Such a history must deal with the past with
a view to explaining the present. It must therefore be not only
descriptive but also analytical; it must deal not only with
objective developments but also bring the discussion to the
realm of value judgments.*

In our particular case, history should show how a nation was
born where previously there was none, and how the society that
emerged suffered drastic changes and continues to change despite
the apparent continuity that impresses the superficial observer.
It must seek to uncover the emerging forces concealed by
prevailing myths and obstructed by the forces of reaction.

A history that serves as a guide to the people in perceiving
present reality is itself a liberating factor, for when the present
is illumined by a comprehension of the past, it is that much
easier for the people to grasp the direction of their development
and identify the forces that impede real progress. By projecting
the people’s aspirations, a people’s history can. give us the
proper perspective that will enable us to formulate the correct
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policies for the future, liberated from outmoded concepts based
on colonial values and serving only the needs of foreign powers.

The Unifying Thread

Objective developments in society carry with them the
formation of a subjective factor which becomes instrumental in
realizing further developments. Consciousness interacts with
material life. The superstructures that emerge are the totality of
institutions, laws, customs, and prejudices that correspond to
the economic structure of society.

Though the ideas of the dominant classes predominate at any
given period, they are not the only ones that exist. Inevitably,
dissenting ideas emerge to coexist with the dominant ones and
come into confrontation with them when the economic
contradictions that they reflect have sharpened to a critical
degree. Thus economic struggles are often fought as political
and intellectual battles.

The various revolts that broke out in the Philippines
constituted practice which changed not only circumstances but
man himself. These struggles were the schools of the masses;
their quantitative occurrence as localized or regional actions led
to a qualitative change: the birth of a nation. From blind
responses to foreign oppression, mass actions against the
Spaniards and later against the Americans underwent various
transformations until they finally became a conscious struggle
for national liberation. While these struggles took place on
various levels of understanding, they developed in the partici-
pants a deeper and more intense comprehension of the nature
of their society and of the changing forms of their struggle.
Despite the tremendous obstacles that Spanish and American
colonialism created by their subtle operations on the conscious-
ness of the Filipinos, ever higher levels of political and
economic awareness were being achieved in struggle, at least
among some sectors of the population.

The Motive Force

This rich tradition of struggle has become a motive force of
Philippine history. Participation in mass actions raises the level
of consciousness of the masses. The more conscious they are,
the more they become active and the more telling their
contribution to the changing of society and the changing of
their own attitudes, until they come to realize that struggle is
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their historic right and it alone can make them free.

A people’s history of the Philippines must trace the con-
tinuity of the people’s material and subjective growth. The
unifying and divisive force of colonialism must be seen in the
responses of the people through struggle. There must be no
segmentation of the different stages of our history. The
continuity, despite the evolution and disappearance of forms of
social life and institutions, must be shown first in the
appearance of a nation which was both the product of Spanish
colonialism and its very antithesis, and then in the transforma-
tion of that nation under American colonialism.*

Since mass actions were also responses toward international
developments which had their impact on the country, it is also
essential to sift world events to find their correlation with local
events.

The “liberations’” which the people endured have been
responsible for their awakening, for their growing awareness of
the need to really liberate themselves through their own efforts.
Each successive generation has contributed to the tradition of
struggle, while every stage has widened and deepened the
people’s understanding of their own powers and their own
possibilities.

In the history of these struggles, we find certain laws of
development which give us a better understanding of reality and
which can guide us to higher forms of struggle for the people’s
cause. A people’s history thus unifies past with present
experience.

The only way a history of the Philippines can be Filipino is
to write on the basis of the struggles of the people, for in these
struggles the Filipino emerged.

Filipino resistance to colonial oppression is the unifying
thread of Philippine history.



Il.
The First "Liberation"

The Filipino people have had the misfortune of being
*liberated”” four times during their entire history.

First came the Spaniards who “liberated” them from the
“enslavement of the devil,” next came the Americans who
*liberated” them from Spanish oppression, then the Japanese
who “liberated” them from American imperialism, then the
Americans again who “liberated” them from the Japanese
fascists. After every ‘liberation” they found their country
occupied by foreign “benefactors.”

The people resisted each ruler. Although each struggle sought
to change certain objective conditions, it had its most profound
effect on the people themselves.

The intensity and direction of each struggle depended on the
nature of the oppression and on the objective and subjective
level of the oppressed people at each given time and place. The
type of oppression in turn was determined by the nature of the
colonizing society as well as by the objective conditions in the
colony. It is therefore as essential to know the character of each
society that intruded into Philippine shores as it is to study the
social formations that these foreign rulers encountered at the
time of conquest.

Society in Transition

What were the circumstances surrounding the first “libera-
tion”’? What was the nature of Spanish society at that time?

There is some confusion among Philippine scholars regarding
the type of society that prevailed in Spain during the age of
discoveries and conquests. The general impression is that Spain
was feudal and that she therefore transplanted the classical
features of feudalism to the Philippines. The historically
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established fact is that while Spanish society at the time of
Magellan’s voyage still exhibited feudal characteristics, its
economic base was no longer completely feudal. Capitalist
enterprise was changing the configurations of the country
although the old feudal institutions persisted with few modifica-
tions, and along with these institutions, the modes of behavior,
values and other aspects of consciousness which characterized
the old order.

A given economic structure does not automatically produce
the legal, cultural, political and other institutions corresponding
to it. History demonstrates that long after a particular basic
economic structure has disappeared, vestiges of its corres-
ponding superstructures and institutions linger on and eventual-
ly become impediments to the growth of the new socio-
economic base. It is the presence of these institutional vestiges
that sometimes obscures perception of the advent of a new
economic system.

Spain during this period was already witnessing the trans-
formation of its social fabric with the rise of the middle class.
The serfs had been emancipated; the towns were becoming
centers of economic activity and a new focus of economic
strength. To the old contradiction between serfs and their lords
was added a new one: that between the wealthier members of
the middle class on the one hand, and the nobility and the
clergy on the other. The workers supported the middle class
against the nobles and the clergy. This clash of economic
interests did not however prevent the rich merchants from aping
the manners and values of the nobility. In fact, the letrados
arnong them were awarded certain distinctions by the state,

some even becoming nobles.
The bases of the middle class were the towns. As these towns

grew wealthy with the development of industry and commeice,
the prosperous merchants clamored for legal equalily and
political power. Although they were jealous of their new
prerogatives and strongly committed to their town charters,
they nevertheless allied themselves with the monarchy and
supported the centralizing and absolutist policies of the king
insofar as these were directed against the nobility and the
clergy. The king welcomed this alliance for financial and
tactical reasons. The middle class controlled the new wealth and
was practically the only group which paid taxes notwith-
standing the huge landholdings of the nobility and the Church.

The monarchy successfully used the economic challenge
posed by the rising middle class as a leverage against the clergy
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and the nobility. By gaining dominance over the latter, the king
counteracted the centrifugal tendencies within his domain and
assured its unity as a state.

Unity in Feudal Shell

Throughout Europe, national sovereignty had become an
imperative, for the growth of the new economic forces required
conditions of peace. Stability was impossible while a country
was divided among warring feudal lords, but a well-established
central autharity could provide both the peace and the free
access to wide territories that a burgeoning capitalism required.
This was the economic imperative that spurred the establish-
ment of the Western state system.

The rise of various nation-states was accompanied by the
decline of the papacy as a temporal power although it remained
a potent ideological force. But even during the heyday of the
papacy, financial and mercantile capital had already begun to
insinuate itself into the interstices of feudal society. This
capitalist activity was to become the solvent of the medieval
world. It spurred technological progress which revolutionized
navigation thus making possible the era of discoveries. It was
also this capitalist spirit that was to manifest itself in revolt
against the restrictive p~licies of the feudal order, in the
celebration of the competitive spirit and of individualism, and
in the Reformation, the essence of which was private enterprise
in religion.

Despite its feudal shell, the Spain that sent Magellan to the
East already had dcfinite capitalist burgeons. We have described
in general the class alignments and the motive forces of Spanish
society. But to understand more fully those colonial policies
peculiar to Spain it is necessary to examine briefly her earlier
history.

The Moorish Conquest

In the year 711, an army of Arabs and Berbers under a
certain commander Tarik landed on the rock which now bears
his name: Gibraltar, from Gebel Tarik or the mountain of Tarik.
The Muslim invaders were able to subdue the entire peninsula
with the exception of areas in the northwest which remained
Christian. In these areas, the small Christian states of Leon,
Castile, Navarre and Aragon, flourished.'

12



Individually or in concert, these states fought the Moors and
steadily pushed them into the kingdom of Granada in the south.
In the 13th century, the kingdoms of Leon and Castile were
united as the kingdom of Castile.? Catalonia had previously
joined Aragon to form the kingdom of Aragon.® Their efforts
to expel the Moors received papal sanction and the support of
the rest of Catholic Europe. These wars, which encompassed
nearly eight hundred years, are called the reconquista.

The reconquista itself, like the subsequent voyages of
discovery, was impelied by and fostered the emergence of
capitalist enterprise in Spain. The year 1492 marked both the
end of the reconquista and the discovery of America. The end
of the Moorish wars and the beginning of the great voyages of
discovery occurred during the reign of a royal couple who
united in wedlock the Iberian kingdoms of Castile and Aragon.

The Catholic Monarchs

The marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella resulted in the
adoption of uniform policies in both kingdoms, a factor which
fostered the birth of the Spanish nation. They completed
pacification work within their respective realms before proceed-
ing to the final conquest of Granada to terminate the 800-year
campaign against the Moors.

Isabella of Castile ruled a kingdom that commanded the
central tableland that slants away from the Mediterranean. It
was a region characterized by austerity and religiosity. A
daughter of a mad princess and herself the mother of a mad
queen, Isabella was a woman deeply obsessed with what she
conceived to be her principal duty on earth: that of being God’s
instrument for the propagation of the Faith.*

Ferdinand of Aragon reigned over a kingdom on the Lbro
valley which sloped towards the Mediterranean. He was there-
fore exposed to the influence of political developments in Italy,
a fact which made him ambitious for the wealth and power that
conquest reaps. The two monarchs ruled on equal footing,

combining religious zeal and an aptitude for political maneu-
vers.

The medieval crown of Aragon with its businesslike, urban
aristocracy had a cosmopolitan outlook and mercantile pro-
clivities. Castile, though predominantly pastoral, was not
immune to the rising surge of capitalism; its people were
acquiring their own commercial and maritime experiences. The
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peasants were withdrawing from agriculture as a result of the
growth of the Mesta, the sheep-farmers guild. As Spanish wool
fed a growing domestic textile industry, the expansion of the
wool trade with northern Europe stimulated the development
of the ports of San Sebastian, Laredo, Santander and Corufia.’

The New Tastes of Europe

The victories of the reconquista developed the city of Seville.
By the 15th century, this city had become an active commercial
center where Spanish traders and their counterparts in the
Mediterranean lands gathered to plan new ventures.® Barcelona
became Spain’s greatest mercantile and industrial center. There,
a wide variety of fabrics were manufactured as well as pottery,
barrels, rope, glass and many other articles. Valencia was almost
as prosperous as Barcelona. The wealth and grandeur of these
cities attested to the magnitude of industry and commerce in
their respective regions.”

These internal economic developments were the underlying
factors that spurred the great voyages of discovery. The sea
routes that Spain’s adventurers took, however, were dictated by
a fortuitous impediment.

The wars of the Crusades which had brought the people of
Western Europe into closer contact with the East had created
among the crusaders new tastes in food, luxuries, and other
refinements of living. Europeans learned to prize cinnamon,
pepper, nutmeg, ginger and other spices. These spices together
with dyes, perfumes, precious stones, and other items of luxury
were transported by ship or caravan to ports in the Eastern
Mediterranean.Venetian and Genoese merchants brought these
goods to Italy; Italian middlemen took charge of the distribu-
tion in Western Europe.

The Spaniards and the Portuguese were interested in partici-
pating in this lucrative trade, but the Mediterranean was closed
to them by Venetian naval power. This forced Spain and
Portugal to finance voyages in search of new routes.

The voyage of Ferdinand Magellan led to his “‘discovery” of
the Philippines in 1521. Spain dispatched other expeditions to
this part of the globe;® the one headed by Miguel Lopez de
Legazpi began the colonization of the islands in 1565.

The Spanish occupation of the Philippine archipelago
occurred eighty years after Spain had entered the modern era.
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Primitive Accumulation

England, Holland, and Portugal were engaged in the same
expansionist ventures, for this was the era of primitive
accumulation, the period when the emerging capitalist centers
were acquiring the initial fund which was to launch capitalism
as a world system.

This accumulation took various forms. Internally, it meant the
separation of the producers from the means of production, the
classic example being the enclosures in England where the
demand for wool for the new textile factories encouraged the
lords to fence off their lands and convert them into grazing
areas for sheep, thus dispossessing the peasants,

External techniques of accumulation consisted of piracy and
the plunder of colonies acquired through the voyages of
discovery. Thus we see that the growth of capitalism had been
inseparable from colonialism since the era of primitive capital
accumulation. This period saw the conquest of Mexico and
South America, the heyday of piracy and privateering when
buccaneers were knighted, and the peak of the Negro slave
trade. Between the sixteenth and the eighteenth centuries, the
development of a world market for an expanding capitalism
required the subjection and exploitation of the peoples of
Africa, Asia and Latin America — the underdeveloped con-
tinents of today.’

The voyages conducted by the Spaniards were part of the
initial efforts to develop a world economic system. When
Legazpi set forth on his trip to the Philippines nearly a century
after the Columban discoveries, the Spanish colonies in the
Americas were already thriving satellites linked to the metro-
polis in Europe, and Spain had had many years of experience in
dealing with her colonies in America.

But despite the fact that Spain commanded a big empire, she
herself became an economic dependency of the more developed
capitalist states of Europe — first Holland, later England and
France. Spain therefore had no choice but to respond to the
capitalist system although she was only on the margin of
capitalist development. Her economic policies during this period
of accumulation served the ends of her more powerful
capitalist neighbors. Her colonial policies were implementations
of the mercantilist system prevailing at the time.
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Mercantilism

Mercantilism was the manifestation of capitalism in the state
of birth. The mercantilists believed, among other things, that
the power of a country depended on the specie that it could
accumulate. Thus the shipment of metal out of the country was
discouraged and the acquisition of gold and silver was en-
couraged. The colonies served as sources of gold and silver, and
if they were not producers of precious metals, a system of trade
with other countries was instituted utilizing the products of
those eolonies to achieve a favorahle trade balance for con-
tinued accumulation.

Spain’s products flowed to her scattered domains while
cargoes of gold and silver poured back. These precious metals
were used to service Spain’s mounting foreign debts to German
and Italian banking houses.!® The Spanish monarchs were
continually borrowing from these foreign financiers to finance
their wars and their voyages. Moreover, gold was sent to
England in order to pay for imports which Spanish citizens were
buying in increasing quantities from English merchants.

Paradoxically, the wealth of Spain’s American colonies only
made her more dependent on the Northern European nations.
The steady flow of gold from the American colonies fostered
the mercantilist impulse to discover more lands. Discovering
sources of the metal became more important than establishing
new industries to produce for the home market. Spain bought
manufactures from the more advanced capitalist nations like the
Netherlands and England and paid with gold from her colonies,
thus becoming dependent on both. The vast resources of her
colonies undercut the drive toward industrialization. The search
for gold became a preoccupation that led to the underdevelop-
ment of Spain vis-a-vis the developing economy of England.

Conquest as Business

The reconquista and the occupation of the Canary islands by
the kingdom of Castile provided the experience for Spain’s
future conquests. During the reconquista, the Crown had made
it a practice to enter into contracts with leaders of military
expeditions against the Moors. These contracts provided the
precedent for the capitulacion, the typical document of
agreement between the Spanish monarch and the conquista-
dores of the New World. In these contracts, certain rights were
reserved to the Crown in the conqueved territories while the
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conquistador was assured of rewards in the form of positions,
spoils of the conquests, grants of land and ennoblement.’
Expeditions were financed by the king, by public institu-
tions, and also by private enterprise. Magellan’s voyage was such
an undertaking. Financed officially by the Casa de Contratacion
in Seville, it was part of the king's business. It was a typical
mercantilist venture, for the discovery of mines or the sources
of spices would constitute an assurance of the inflow of metal
into Spanish coffers, either directly from the newly discovered
land or indirectly through a monopoly of the trade in spices.

The Religious Justification

Of course, these objectives were not given as the real reason
for the expeditions. As always, there had to be an ideological
justification for such enterprises in order to conceal the crass
motives of kings. In this instance it was religion. Religious zeal
disguised the economic content of the voyages of discovery and
colonization. It was also largely responsible for the survival of
feudal values and institutions in the conquered lands, for the
Catholic Church was a pillar of feudalism.

The theo-political nature of Spanish colonialism in the
Philippines will be better understood if we review the relation-
ship between the Spanish monarchs and the papacy.

The papacy during this period was a beleaguered state
engaged in various struggles with emerging states and at the
same time militantly working for the Christianization of the
world. Its mission to proselytize had been given a powerful
impulse by the Crusades and by the Mohammedan threat to
Europe. The Spanish reconquista was part of this mission.

Although the papacy as a temporal power had lost a lot ef
ground with the development of the nation-state system, its
religious influence on the people and on the rulers themselves
allowed it to retain its status as a powerful institution in
Europe. The Spanish people and their meonarchs were still
captives of the myth that one legitimate way of acquiring a
crown was by papal grant. Despite the fact that Spain was
already an emerging capitalist state, she still preserved her old
ties with the papacy and sought, as other Catholic countries did,
theological sanction for her activities.

After the discovery of America, Pope Alexander VI issued
several bulls granting the Spanish sovereigns exclusive right over
the newly discovered territory. In a bull issued on May 4, 1493,
the Pope drew a demarcation line one hundred leagues west of
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the Azores and the Cape Verde islands. All lands west of the
line were marked off for Spain; those east of the line, for
Portugal. A year later, in the Treaty of Tordesillas, Spain and
Portugal agreed to move the line 370 miles west of the Cape
Verde islands. The so-called Alexandrian donation by Pope
Alexander VI divided the world between Spain and Portugal for
purposes of discovery and colonization.

Kings and Popes

The acceptance of papal sanction over these questions,
however, should not mislead us into thinking that in internal
matters the monarchs of Spain were in a position of subordina-
tion to the papacy. The fact is that while the kings of Spain
were the most ardent champions of Catholicism in Europe,
within their domains they were most consistent and persistent
in limiting ecclesiastical authority.

Kings resented the intrusions of popes into Spanish politics
although they themselves exerted their influence, at times
brazenly, to secure the election of popes who would favor
them. In their disputes with the popes, the Spanish monarchs
were often supported by the Spanish clergy. A document
written by a Dominican maintained that it would be lawful to
make war on the pope and further argued that since during the
period of belligerence communication with Rome would be
disrupted, the bishops of Spain could take over the prerogatives
of the pope in deciding certain ecclesiastical questions. The
popes retaliated with threats of excommunication. Many books
written by Spanish churchmen defending the royal position
vis-a-vis the pope were placed in the Index in Rome as writings
which Catholics were forbidden to read, but they were not so
listed in the Index of the Spanish Inquisition.! 2

The Patronato Real

In the frequently stormy relations between king and pope we:
see the contradictions between two heads of state over
mundane matters.

The Church of Spain was rich; it was the richest proprietor in
the country. While we have no data on Church property during
Ferdinand’s reign, we may infer its extent from the fact that
towards the middle of the sixteenth century, the combined rents
of the clergy amounted to over $75,000,000 a year, or half the
total for the kingdom.!?
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Jealous of the enormous economic and spiritual power of the
Church in Spain, Ferdinand sought to capture this vital force by
attempting to subordinate the Church to himself. He saw his
opportunity with the reconquest of Granada in 1492. As a
reward for his zealous efforts in driving away the infidel Moors,
he asked for and received from the pope a patronato real over
all the churches to be established in Granada. This was exactly
what the Crown wanted, and Ferdinand skillfully maneuvered
thereafter to secure from the papacy extensions of his patro-
nato to all his overseas dominions on the ground that
evangelizing the heathen of the Indies was th